GRADE 8 Examining Worldviews: Renaissance Europe

 Through Voice Threads!

Objectives:  To have students explore and communicate in an on-line forum that allows them to share their ideas, analyze images and others opinions, while applying their own understanding of worldview.  Students will be expected to seek new information from Renaissance Europe while comparing those to their worldview.

Specific Outcomes:

ICT – C.1 3.4, C.1 3.5, C.1 3.6 
   F.3 3.1, F.3 3.6


C.7 3.1, C.7 3.2

   P.6 3.1, P.6 3.2





Social Studies – 8.2.3, 8.2.4 (G,C,I,TCC, ER, PADM)

Technology Needed:  Access to Internet, Audio Support, LCD 





Projectors

Assignment:
Students will need to log on to http://voicethread.com and search for the voice thread titled “Renaissance Europe” and follow the links to the images.  

Each image will contain a teacher icon (apple) with an audio clip and written assignment/task to complete.  Students will respond to each image by using their own voices.  

After students have responded to the questions posed, they will then be able to listen to their fellow classmates thoughts and opinions on the same ideas.  Thus, creating an on-line discussion forum.

Teachers:  
1. Go through the tutorial on the home page http://voicethread.com  The tutorial is titled What’s a VoiceThread anyway? 

2. You will need to create your own account in order to create a voicethread.  Use this link to get started: http://voicethread.com/classroom/php
3. When setting options for your VoiceThread, consider looking into the privacy setting.  If you want only your students to access this they will all need be invited using their email addresses.
4. When uploading images teachers will need to abide by copyright legislation.  A good link for images that are free is: http://www.artcyclopedia.com
5. Create an example of a new account for general use together as a class.  You will need a computer and LCD projector to ensure that all students can follow along.
Students Procedures to follow:  

1) Students must first register with the website http://voicethread.com and complete the information questions, including their FIRST NAME ONLY.  The website will walk students through in a step-by-step process.  (It is very user friendly!)

2) Students will need access to a computer with a microphone/audio if you are assessing this through oral communication, as there is an option to type.

3) Encourage your students to write down what they will say prior to recording their voice responses.

4) Students have the ability to select a photo that represents them.  This photo is open to public viewing so we suggest that they choose an image that represents their worldview (teachers can identify the student by placing the cursor over the ‘i’ icon).

5) Important:  Please be sure to abide by the FOIP regulations when you have your students register.  
Assessment:  The rubric benchmarks that we have created are very open to alterations and can be accommodated to suit your own technology choices.  

Extension Possibilities:  You can take this example we chose and use this method of technology in any area of the Social Studies curriculum.  The possibilities are endless!  

